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Ahoy Shipmates, boy do we have the 2017 Johnston Reunion all decked
out. Not only did we get a great rate for our hotel but free parking and
discounted breakfast, we’ll have “quality” time with our shipmates (that
means time for sea stories) but we will also visit the city of Boston, the USS
Constitution, the Joseph P. Kennedy DD850 (very similar to the Jolly J),
Lizzie Borden’s house along with lots of food and lots of fun for everyone.
Check out the reunion forms included with this newsletter. We hope you
can all make the reunion and we look forward to seeing you all. Please
follow the directions on the reunion forms as closely as possible and make
your hotel reservations and return your registration forms asap!
This newsletter is intentionally short in order to preserve Association
funds for mailing expenses, etc. . We hope you understand.
By the way, one of Johnston’s officer’s went on to be the Captain of the
USS Constitution. Don’t know the answer? Look on page 3.

Bob Nava, Charles Copeland, John Argonti & George Sites

ICE STATION NAUTILUS
George Sites’ buddy, Rick Campbell has his third book
out now. Rick’s first two books were big hits and his latest
promises to be as well. His first book “The Trident Deception” knocked Tom Clancy out of #1 after 22 years. Not a
bad feat for a first time author! Oh and one other thing about
“Ice Station Nautilus, A former shipmate of yours, is a character in the book, LT. Commander George A Sites, Executive
Officer, USS North Dakota. The rumor has it that the movie
rights for “Ice Station Nautilus” has been purchased so watch
for it in the theatres in the next year or so.
According to Amazon:
Russia's new ballistic missile submarine, Yuriy Dolgorukiy, is being deployed on its first patrol while America's newest fast attack submarine, North Dakota, is assigned to trail it and collect intel. As the Russian submarine heads under the polar ice cap, its sonar readings reveal the trailing American sub and cause the Russians to
begin a radical, evasive maneuver. This, however, fails
and the submarines collide, resulting in damage that
sends both to the bottom.
The Americans immediately set up a rescue mission, sending a new submarine and a SEAL
team to establish an ice camp---Ice Station Nautilus---and stage a rescue. The Russians also
send men and material, ostensibly to rescue their own men, but the Russian Special Forces
team is also there to take the American base camp and the American sub, leaving no survivors or traces of their actions. As the men in North Dakota struggle to survive, the SEAL
team battles for possession of the submarine.
Rick Campbell's Ice Station Nautilus is an epic battle above and below the ice, Special Forces against SEALs, submarine against submarine, with survival on the line.
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TAPS

Milner Carden

12/10/2015

Jack Cobb

5/31/2016

Salvatore Bisesi

6/1/2016

Answer to USS Constitution Question on Page 1.
USS Johnston’s very own Herman Sudholz served as the USS Constitution’s
60th Captain from September 1980 to July 1985.
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USS JOHNSTON DD-821
ASSOCIATION
5653 Haydens Reserve Way
Hilliard, OH 43026
George.sites@gmail.com
Webmaster: Duane Mallast
Newsletter Editor: George Sites
WWW.USSJOHNSTON.ORG

USS JOHNSTON DD-821 ASSOCIATION
THE PURPOSE OF THE USS JOHNSTON DD-821 ASSOCIATION IS TO
PERPETUATE THE BONDS THAT WERE FORMED AMONG THE PERSONNEL WHO EXPERIENCED THE “TRADITION OF THE SEA” WHILE
SERVING ABOARD THE USS JOHNSTON DD-821, IN PERPETUITY.
WE DO THIS BY PROVIDING SHIPMATES A WEBSITE SECOND TO

NONE THAT WAS BUILT BY AND IS OPERATED BY FORMER SHIP-

Board Members

MATE DUANE MALLAST, AND WITH THE SUPPORT OF THE USS

President—Bob Nava, 541 Heswall Ct,
Henderson, NV 89014 usnavy821@cox.net

JOHNSTON ASSOCIATION AS A MEANS TO MEMORIALIZE AND

Vice President—Charles Copeland, 3227
Battlefield Rd, Strasburg, VA 22657
cicbnc@shentel.net

THE U.S.S. JOHNSTON. IN ADDITION, THE ANNUAL JOHNSTON RE-

Secretary—John Argonti, 2651 Madison
St, Cambria, CA 93428 johnarg@juno.com

Treasurer—George Sites, 5653 Hayden’s
Reserve Way, Hilliard, OH 43026
george.sites@gmail.com

SHARE THE EXPERIENCES WE ALL HAD WHILE SERVING ABOARD
UNION REINFORCES THESE BONDS AND BRINGS US ALL TOGETHER
AGAIN.
THE ASSOCIATION IS A “NOT FOR PROFIT” ORGANIZATION FORMED
BY AND OPERATED BY USS JOHNSTON DD-821 SHIPMATES.

USS Johnston DD-821 Newsletter
As the editor, I have to admit I’ve run out of “items/ideas” to put in the Johnston Newsletter. This is the
25th newsletter and I’m willing to continue putting the newsletter together but I need your help. Anything
you feel would interest our shipmates would be appreciated. Articles such as “my favorite Johnston port”,
“my scariest moment of the Johnston” or your biography. Basically any short story and your photographs
make the stories even more interesting. Have you written a book and want to share it, send me the information. Any articles you may have about the Jolly J, books that include our favorite ship and whatever
else you can think of. I really enjoy reading about all our shipmates. I’m sure you would especially enjoy
reading about that favorite officer and/or sailor you served with. I find it interesting to know what my former shipmates have been doing in their lives all these years since I left “J” in 1971. Your story can be a
few paragraphs to a page or more. The best length is one type written page. Please email them to George
Sites at “george.sites@gmail.com”. You can also mail them to: USS Johnston DD-821 Association, 5653
Haydens Reserve Way, Hilliard, OH 43026.
Secondly we would appreciate payment of the yearly dues if at all possible. We do understand that not
all can afford to pay and that is OK. However at $15/year, you have to admit it’s a great deal. At the time
of this writing, we have only 95 paying members for 2016 or beyond out of the 351(27%) that are currently listed on our roster. All shipmates on the roster receive our newsletters and have been sent a dues
payment form. The dues basically keep the Association afloat by not only paying for the printing of the
newsletters but the cost of mailing them also. Dues also help to defray the costs of maintaining the USS
Johnston website (www.ussjohnston.org). Now I don’t know about you, but in my opinion, our website is
second to none. You do the math, each mailing of the newsletter cost about $300. One Hundred paying
members equals $1500. That barely covers the cost of three mailings and maintaining our website. Extra
donations have been our saving grace. Some are now receiving the newsletter IN COLOR via email and
that has helped lower our delivery costs. Keep in mind the dues are NOT tax deductible! Contact George
Sites via email if you don’t know your dues status. We are including the 2016 dues payment forms at the
end of this newsletter in case you have misplaced yours.
4

USS JOHNSTON DD-821 ASSOCIATION
2016 ANNUAL ASSOCIATION DUES
AHOY SHIPMATES! Once again it is time for our annual dues request to help support the USS
Johnston DD-821 Association. While we know these are trying times, your dues make it possible
for us to stay in contact with as many former Johnston shipmates as we can reach. Your generous
donations help us cover the cost of postage, newsletter mailings and maintenance of our website.
At this time each year we ask all our shipmates to please help support our Association and keep it
growing. Our dues rate is still just $15.00 per year, but we will accept any additional donations
you may wish to include and help us offset membership costs for shipmates that may be less fortunate than yourself. We currently have only about one-fourth of the known Johnston shipmates as
paying members. Our roster has approximately 350 names on it. Keep in mind, over 4000 served
aboard the Johnston over the years.
PLEASE NOTE WE SEND THIS FORM OUT WITH EACH NEWSLETTER AS A FRIENDLY
REMINDER. MANY HAVE SENT IN DUES MULTIPLE TIMES WHEN THEY HAVE ALREADY PAID FOR THE CURRENT YEAR. WE ALWAYS APPLY YOUR PAYMENT TO THE
NEXT YEAR’S DUES IF YOU HAVE ALREADY PAID FOR THE CURRENT YEAR. WE APPRECIATE HAVING YOUR PAYMENTS IN ADVANCE BUT IF YOU ARE NOT SURE IF YOU ARE
PAID UP TO DATE, PLEASE CONTACT GEORGE SITES VIA EMAIL (george.sites@gmail.com)
OR SNAIL MAIL.
If you wish to continue your membership in the USS Johnston DD-821 Association or are an individual wishing to join, please fill out the information on the next page and send it to George Sites
at the address shown on the form along with your annual membership check for $15.00 payable to
the USS Johnston DD-821 Association. Even if you choose not to join or cannot afford the dues at
this time, please fill out the personal information sheet so that we may keep track of your current
mailing address and email address. We will never turn our backs on our shipmates, and maybe
someday we may need a little help as well. By sending us your completed information sheet it
helps us keep our database current and up-to-date so we can continue to send you all our newsletters and reunion notices.
The requested dates of service should include any and all time spent in any branch of the US military. This will help us determine if your donations in the future can be considered “tax deductible”. Currently your dues and/or donation are NOT tax deductible. Many of our shipmates have
asked for a copy of our membership roster. We are asking you for permission to add your name to
the published roster.
On behalf of all the officers of the USS Johnston DD-821 Association, we thank you for your support and wish you and your families our very best.
Sincerely,
George A. Sites, Treasurer
USS Johnston DD-821 Association
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USS JOHNSTON DD-821 ASSOCIATION
2016 ANNUAL ASSOCIATION DUES
NAME: _______________________________________________________________________
SPOUSES NAME: ______________________________________________________________
ADDRESS: ____________________________________________________________________

____________________________________________________________________
PHONE NUMBERS: ____________________________________________________________
DATES SERVED ON THE JOHNSTON: ___________________________________________
RATING: _____________________________________________________________________
DATES SERVED IN ANY BRANCH OF THE US MILITARY INCLUDING THE JOHNSTON:
______________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS: _____________________________________________________________
YES I WANT TO JOIN, ENCLOSED ARE MY 2016 ANNUAL DUES FOR $15.00 (

)

I DO NOT WISH TO JOIN AT THIS TIME BUT INCLUDE ME IN THE ROSTER (

)

YES, PLEASE ADD ME TO THE PUBLISHED ROSTER FOR ALL TO USE (

)

IF ADDITIONAL FUNDS ARE INCLUDED, PLEASE INDICATE IF THEY ARE FOR FUTURE DUES OR A DONATION TO HELP DEFRAY OPERATING COSTS:
FUTURE DUES: _________ DONATION: __________ (Currently dues and/or donations are NOT tax deductible)
Dues are due upon receipt.

Make Check Payable To: USS Johnston DD-821 Association
Send To:

USS JOHNSTON DD-821 ASSOCIATION
C/O GEORGE A. SITES, TREASURER
2204 Ravinia Circle
Venice, FL 34292
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